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Members’ Images Highlights from the September Meetin 
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Lal Lal Falls in flood (J ohn Gregurke) 


Dark Vegetable Caterpillars 
Drechmeria gunnii 
(Peter Sedgwick) 
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Elegant Blue Webcap (Les Hanrahan) 


Thread-legged Bug 
(Jenny Sedgwick) 


Field Reports 


They’re back! Springtime heralds the reappearance of dragonflies 
and damselflies and in the first week or so of September, these 
pictures show some of our (Scarsdale) resident flyers. 


Wandering Percher Diplocodes bipunctata 
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Red & Blue Damsel Xanthagrion erythroneu 


Field Reports 


Varied Sitellas are found in 
eucalypt woodlands and forests 
throughout Australia. 

They prefer rough-barked trees 
like stringybarks and ironbarks 
or mature trees with hollows or 
dead branches. 


Although, superficially, their 
bark-pecking, spiralling antics 
appear to be the same as the 
treecreepers, the Sitella moves 
down the trunk, while 
Treecreepers start near the 
bottom and move up. 

They are not that closely related, 
however, both are superb 
acrobats! 


Varied Sitella 


Daphoenositta chrysoptera 


Photos by Carol Hall 


White Goshawk (Grey Goshawk—white morph) 
Accipiter novaehollandiae captured by Carol Hall at Clarkesdale. 


2020 Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture 


Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the normal venue-based format for 
this annual event will not be possible. However, we are able to 
present this important event online, via Zoom. 

We aim to have Professor Susan Lawrence present on “The Rivers of 
Gold Project: Understanding how mining has shaped Victoria’s riv- 
ers”. Professor Lawrence is with the Department of Archaeology and 
History at LaTrobe University. 

Please join us on Friday November 6th at 7.30 pm to enjoy Susan’s 
historical story. 

Details on joining the Zoom meeting will be forwarded to members 
in the coming weeks. 


Excerpts from September’s “online” Club Meeting 


Attended by 23 members and 2 visitors. Apologies received from 
Bill Murphy, Chris and Anna Baulch, Lisa Hunter, Richard Emery. 


Treasurer's Report: March 6 to September 2, 2020 
Opening bal: $11,747.06 
Income $1,188.75 
Expenses $2,003.38 
Closing bal: $10,932.43 


Motion: that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted and invoice tabled 
be approved for payment. 
Moved: K. Elder Seconded: J. Petheram Carried. 


General Business 

Great Southern Bioblitz: Get out and take photos of plants, birds, 
fauna, insects, fungi, mosses, lichens, liverworts, spiders, reptiles, 
amphibians, etc from September 25-28 (school holidays), then up- 
load your images into iNaturalist over the following week to have 
them included in the BioBlitz. It’s a great opportunity to take photos 
of things you aren’t familiar with and benefit from lots of experts 
working to identify the subjects for the BioBlitz record. 


Creswick Trails Project (CTP) update from John P: there 1s still 
a great deal of work being undertaken by John and the FNCB CTP 
sub-committee to keep the CTP administrators accountable and 
gather natural history information to inform decision-making. 
Please contact John Petheram via email: jnpetheram@ncable.net.au 
if you would like to help. 


Communities Environment Program grant project update: it 
includes expansion of FNCB’s Vegetation Monitoring Project at 
Woowookarung RP to include fauna monitoring. Some significant 
information technology purchases have been made, including a 
Tablet Surface Go, Tablet Surface Pro, mapping software and 
OneDrive Cloud storage. Two fauna survey cameras have been 
purchased and are being trialled at the moment and three headlamps 
have been purchased for nocturnal fauna survey activities. 

‘Rat Nat’s update: there hasn’t been much possibility of on ground 
activities, but Bill often provides photos and information on their 
Facebook page, now with over 60 followers. 


Environmental Volunteering report submission to DELWP: 
Emily compiled this submission, conservatively estimating that at 
least 2,250 hours were volunteered by FNCB members in the last 
financial year. It includes hours spent organising field trips, 
speakers, meetings and activities for the ‘Rat Nat’s, undertaking 
vegetation monitoring & reporting, researching and preparing 
submissions and letters of support/ concern, maintaining the website, 
blog and Facebook pages, seed collection, correspondence, financial 
record-keeping, plantings, uploading records to 1Naturalist and 
preparing the monthly newsletter. 


Early planning for SEANA Spring Camp 2021- dates tentatively 
set at October 22-24, 2021. 


Judith Bailey let us know that Jess Robertson, a Ballarat Animal 
Refuge volunteer is seeking support to lobby the City of Ballarat to 
reduce the speed limit around the entirety of Lake Wendouree to 
40km and enforce it sufficiently to reduce the number of Black 
Swans being injured and killed on the road. Several related issues 
were raised by members: three weed cutters have operated on Lake 
Wendouree for some months, at a time when the lake-weed doesn’t 
esrow much. This may be forcing the vegetarian swans to go further 
afield to feed. It may also impact on the nesting of the Great Crested 
Grebes as it has done previously. Increased lighting was identified as 
another issue. John G will get in touch with Council’s Bernie Blood 
to request that weed-cutting be reduced and a management plan 
developed to identify and buffer zones in and around key feeding 
and breeding areas. Bill E will prepare a letter to Council noting the 
issues and requesting action. Judith will contact Jess to see if she has 
any data on the times of day that swans are being hit by cars, and the 
numbers of swans impacted over recent months. 


Field Reports 
Andy spotted a Swamp Harrier at Flax Mill Swamp flying low 


over the reserve in June. 

Judith was surprised to see an echidna walking along a retaining 
wall near Mt Clear Shopping Centre before climbing down and em- 
barking on a road-crossing. 

John G saw an echidna at Paul’s Wetland, and suspects that 
someone in the area brought it home from a forest to show their 
children before releasing it there. 

With the help of other members from FNCB & Wattle Flat- 
Pootilla Landcare Group, John P has recently recorded wombats 
including photos and other evidence of their presence across a few 
different locations in eastern parts of Creswick Regional Park. 
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Field Reports from John and Elaine Gregurke 


On 21 September 2020 we visited Langi Ghiran: 1n the grassy wood- 
land surveyed by Ian Lunt in 1988-89. Plants in flower were: 
Hedge Wattle Acacia paradoxa 

Varnish Wattle Acacia verniciflua 

Showy Parrot-pea Dillwynia sericea 

Golden Moth Orchid Diuris chryseopsis, 

Tall Sundew Drosera peltata, 

Wax Lip Glossodia major, 

Heath Tea-tree Leptospermum myrsinoides, 

Peach Heath Lissaanthe stigosa, 

Common Beard Heath Leucopogon virgatus, 

Twining Fringe-myrtle Thysonaotus patersonii, 

Early nancy Wurmbea dioicia. 


19 September, Woowookarung Regional Park. Penny-leaf Flat-pea 
Platylobium rorundum flowering. This species usually flowers in 
October. 


Burrumbeet Racecourse Swamp. A pair of Brolga were seen several 
times during September , but no positive signs of nesting. 


Notes on the “Swamp Antechinus” 

Since showing a sequence of photos from Port Campbell at last 
month’s members’ images evening, Peter Dalman has been 
taken to task on the identification of the furry rodent opposite. 
This of course has been very “good-natured” in the interests of 
scientific accuracy. 
Some keen observers 
noticed that this animal # 
did not have the same _f[ 
features as a Swamp 
antechinus, identified 
by a local at the time. 


By comparison, the antechinus has a pointier nose, smaller 
ears, hairy feet, and a shorter, more tapered tail. Size is simular. 
The creature at Port Campbell 1s confirmed a House Mouse 
Mus musculus with thanks to Roger T., John G. and Peter D. 


More from the Members’ Images night. 


Garden Natives flowering at 
Winter Solstice 
Correa sp. (Claire Dalman) 


Slender Rice-flower 


Pimelea linifolia 
(Val Hocking) 


Is 1t a mouse? 
Or... 
(Peter Dalman) 


“Spring” weather in Ballarat—variable to say the least! 
25.9.2020 brought a fall of snow through much of south-western 
Victoria including Scarsdale. I’d just come back from a Bioblitz 
walk in Creswick Regional Park... 
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Phinios: Bill Elder 


Wombat Researcher? But Who? 
Field Nats in COVID garb 
checking out wombat sightings in Wattle Flat, yy 
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Photos: John Petheram 
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Great Southern Bioblitz 2020 - Ballarat Region 


SEP 25, 2020 - SEP 28, 2020 TT  eelalia 
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Statistics as at 9.00 am Sunday morning, just over half way through 
this event we had contributions from 18 people, mainly Field Nats 
661 observations 
272 species 
64 identifiers Plenty of interest so far! 
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Our next Club meeting will again be an online affair due to ongoing 
risks associated with large gatherings and COVID. 

So, please join us on Zoom from the comfort of your home from 
7.30 pm Friday October 2nd. As well as the usual business matters, 
we have two special guest speakers, with whom you will be familiar. 
Carol Hall has been following the fortunes of a family of Peregrine 
Falcons out at Devils Kitchen, so she will share some images and 
stories with us. 

Bull and Kathy Elder will show off their latest toy - avery bright 
Mercury Vapour lamp that 1s designed to attract moths and insects at 
night with UV rays. We’ll see how it is set up in the field and how 
well it performs. 


Of course, we will also give members the opportunity to report their 
observations from the field, so there’s lots to look forward to. 
Members will receive a link to get online with Zoom. If you’d like to 
join in but aren’t confident to set up your computer/laptop/tablet/ 
phone with Zoom, please get in touch with Bill Elder or Graeme 
Lunt for personalised assistance. 


Committee 
President Bill Elder 
Vice Pres Margaret Rich 
Secretary Emily Noble 
Treasurer Kathy Elder 
Andy Arnold 
John Gregurke 
Les Hanrahan 
Val Hocking 
Graeme Lunt 
John Petheram 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email: Secretary:- Emily Noble 

Editor: Bill Elder 

Treasurer Kathy Elder 


Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 
Club email: ballaratfnc@gmail.com 


Meetings and Excursions (face-to-face) are cancelled until further notice 
owing to the restrictions imposed by COVID-19. 
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